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any man heare my votes , and open the 
deore, [wil Comein 4 ſup with 
'bim , and he with mes, 
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The poles Z to the 
' Reader, 


Hriſftian Reader, you have here the htadls 
of 4 choiſe Sermon , preached by _ 
reverend Divine Mr. T HOM AS 
SHEPHEARD ſometimes, Teacher of 
Aerlsknowne # Eſſex, and finct gone for 
 new-England”: if confidertf | her the 
livelmnes of the matter, being (The ſoyles mvt- 


vation unto Teſus Chriſt, P or the chotceneſſe of 
the Inſtrument that taught it ;"well may it in= 
yiteboth thee to read it , and mee to ow it, 
what ſeeming faults thou me-t eft with\,” ?npute 
them rath-y'to the vr of the ſcribe thep 
$0 the Authot« 


Earcwel, 
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invitation unto Teſus 
Chriſt. 


Canticles +.2. open unts 
' | me my lifter my love my 
dove, my undefyled, for 
my head is filled vvith 
_ devvand my locks vvith 
the drops of the night. 


 IIAY/S. ov O R the opening of theſe 
( y words a little , before we 
= come to the dogrine, I 
Rc muſt intreate you to looke 
1; backe to the beginning of 
d, the chapter , where you 
FL IRK, may take notice ©, that 
F ' though theſe words be 


the ccmods of _—_— , Jet they! be _ 
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in the perſon of Chriſt to the church, and 
AconlEqpently fo our poore ſoules, In the 
| Lords fou Shall obſerve , the Lord Ieſus 
3$ Ghrift drawing neer to 6ur poore ſoules, 
b defirous to make uſe af them, pr to drawus. 
aſide from the creature and our ſelves, or 
whacſoeyer els we loue,to have familiar ac- 
quaintance with himſelfe. = | 

; ©. The Lord 1n theſe worgs.doeth like a 
* - | HKtter, that is deſirous to ſpeed of the arrand 
4 he comes for, hee comes not ſo much to 
=.  ſpeakewith the houſe, as with the party he 


he deſires to get her ſoule alone, as a ſuter 


mihde unto her , I am come into my garden, 


' Chriſt hath her in his garden 


my myrrhe with my ſpices, eat © frien 
yea drink abundantly, O beloved. 
-- Thus Chriſt juſthike 2 ſuter , who when 


loves, and ha 
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loves in it : ſoit is with Ghrit, theretore |*: 
doeth , and there to make knowne his |: 


my ſpouſe, and thus Chriſt doth draw the | 
Iaule into his ordinances , that there hee | 
might declare his minde unto her , when | 
\ Chrilt hath her 1 | Which is | 
nothing'bur in the ordipances , there hela- |þ 
bours to commend himſelfe unto her, what | 

- heis,and what he is worth, I have | 29: * 
5, arink || 


he'comes to {perk with one » whomhee | 
es, and Nath drawnethe partyalide , he I 

- dogth make know his parts unto her, give | 
x | | me T 
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me leave to uſe this fimilitude , becauſe it 
—_—_——_FELE Tv 
* TI fay, whena man hath got a woman 
fide, then hee doeth begin to brag and 
boaſt ofhimſelfe, before he will breake out 
his minde unto her , and ſay wilt thou have 
me, then he doeth diſcoyer his wealth, and 
wits, and parts , and the like unto her , ſo 
doth Chriſt, I 4m come mmto my garden ,asif 
 heshould fay, I have found this world be- 
' fore I came, aworld of curſes, bryers, 
! thornes, and thiſtles : butnow I will have 
ou know I haye purchaſed agarden ; and 
ave brought the blefling of God into it, T 
have tnade the curſed world a garden ; and 
have enriched ic with comforts for your 

| ſakes; Iam comeinto my garden, thatis - 
by finne the ordinances yyere nothing bur 
bushes and bryers to catch you in, ſo as 
$ thou art curſed if thou finneſt in the leaſt 
$ meaſure; but now ſaith Chriſt , I have pla- 
$ ces of bleſſings , a garden , and there I put- 
& chaſed into it myrrhe with ſpices , I have 
& procured them with my blood z myrrhe 
& twwich ſpices ;hony with the heny combe , and this 
'$ have | done, Is there: ought worth in the 
2X world wherewithall I haveenriched it, It 
Y was a place of bryers and thornes before I 
9 adorned it ; when Chriſt hath thus fer forch 
uh xg —_—__ his 
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his excellency in the way of his ordinances, 
for all flowes from him ,. then hee doeth 


draw and allure the creature, Eate O friends | 
drinke, y:1a drinke abundantly, O beloved. 
Even as whena ſuter hath ſaid , hee is | 


ſo much worth, and tels her hee will give 
it herall, yea, and himſelte roo, ſo faith 


Chriſt, this I am worth, and if you will |4 
baye mee, all this will L give you, and my | 


ſelte roo, I have done all this for your 
fakes, that you might be my beloved; and 


yet ſee the ſpouſe doth not anſwere him 


wely and demurely ; but rather out,of | 


"pride and hypocrifie , giveth Teſus Chriſt 


a deniall, as 1t is, I fleps , but my heart waketh 


and againe, Ihave put off my coat , how shal! | 


I put zt 0n,and though it be a common thing 


have: yettodeale ſo with God iris a fin; 


but Chriſt will admit of no deniall, bur ill |! 
continueth at the doore knocking, and ſay - | 
ing, Open unto me my ſifter , my love , my dove, || 


doe not deny mee be not ſquemish for if 


this world be of a wilderneſſe made a gare þ 
den , | made it garden for thee, and there» } 
fore, Qpen unta we my dave, my undefiled, for | 
my head is filled with the drops of the deawof |} 
the night, My love 1 have taken all this |! 
paines day and night to make thee comely, |; 


——_— — 


La > ates” 


amongſt men, to deny what they would |! 
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; | for the t was , and together with all theſe 
I will 


ſten my ſelfe upon thee , therefore 
open my love &e, what ſweeter way could 


[- Chriſt uſe to drayy her ro himſelfe then 


this ? ſo much concerning the meaning of 
the words, ſo that you may ſee , the words 
be nothing elſe but an carneſt ſure of our 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt , like a found lo- 
yer, to the {oules of poore creatures, that 
he might make a match with them, 


That the Lord Iefus Chriſt defireth to 


be an earneſt ſuter and a reall ſpeeder , be- 
eweeneevery poore ſoule and himſelfe. 


Furſt that the Lord 1s ſuch an earneſt ſu» 


ter, and defireth to beareall ſpeeder , it is 
evident in that [ have already opened unto 
'OU, Now I will ſing 4 ſong to my beloved of 
hi vineyard, Who ; 5 you uſe to ſing ſongs 


of love, but thoſe who are ſuters, who will 


a man be ſo familiar with unlefle it be to 
one whom he loveth, hee ſaith he had a 
yineyard , ſo.that you may ſee hes an ear- 
neſt ſater , and deftres to be a reall ſpeeder : 
Whas tou!d he dos more then he hath done , a 
real ſpeeder faine would he be, 

What hath not Chriſt done to provoke a 
creature to accept of him , greater love then 


" #his bath no man , bo lay datvne his life for his 
friend; Je may be ifaman be jalove with a 


G A 4 virgin, 


I DoR, 


Eſaing. fs 
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virgin, he will promiſe her manyghi 


be not his life ;_ and if he tell her e will 


oc his life for her, hee doth but comple- 


ment, but Teſus Chriſt hath doneſo already 
hee hath not ohely given his life for his 
friends , but for his very enemies , Why will 


you die O you houſe of Iſratl, as T live, ſaith . 


the Lord , Idefire it not , "What couldthe 
Lord doe more to ſave poore ſoules from 
deftrution ? ſo I'ſay , Chriſt 1s an earneſt 
ſuter, and deſires to be a reall ſpeeder » as 
appeares by theſe following ſignes, 

Firſt , hee is content to take the journey 
from heayen tb earth, Where a King 1s 
marryed , and doeth but ſegd over for the 


picture of ſome princeſſe, he demonſtrates 


that he would marry , but when hee goerth 
himfelfe our ofhis owne land into another, 
it is a ſure ſigne he purpoſeth to marry, if 
otherwiſe things miſcarry not, ſo if Chriſt 
had ſet 1n heaven, and never come out , but 
ſent for our nature thither, is it not a plaine 
demonſtration he would marry us, butif 
he would leave heaven his owne land, if 
he would leave honour for baſenefle , then 
it is 4 plaine ſfignethee would bee a reall 
ſpeeder. 

The ſecond figne , that a man'would be 
murtedis, when he doth ſet his beſt friends 
© 


VNrO TESs cul. 9 


fo plead for him;hath the Lord Teſus a bet= 
ter friend then the ſpirit of God * hath not 
he made proffer of love to thy ſoule ? if he 


hath, it is a ſigne and reall. manifeftation he 


would marry thee : if Chriſt should ſend 
his meſſengets or embaſſadours from hea- 
. yen, anddeniall after deniall is made , and 

et would have no denaall, it is aplaine 

gene that hee would beareall ſpeederat 
thy hand : if a man $should uſeall his friends 
to ſpeake toa woman , 1s it not a plaine 
figne that he'were fond of her perſon 4 and 
ſo Chriſt , hee doth ſend his miniſters , one 


of which is endued with more grace , and . 


wiſedome thena thouſand men : hath not 
Chriſt uſed the beſt rethoricke to ywinne us, 
hath not he ſpent their parts , affe&ions, 
and graces in the ſuite, and is it not plaine 
then that Chriſt is not onely an earneſt ſu- 
ter,but deſires to be a rcall ſpeeders So you 
may ſce he would faine make a match , be 
tweene thee and himſelfe, he hath not one- 
ly ſent for the pi&ure of thy nature, but 
came himſelfe unco thee and took thy na- 
ture upon him , ſo then Chriſt would taine 
be a reall ſpeeder witch my pooie ſoule. 
Why should Chriſt Teſvs be ſuch an ear» 
neſt ſuter unto me, arid deſires fo to ſpeed, 
I am apoore worme faith the ſpule , what 
hoes 3 A 4 can 


ObieR. 
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can Chriſt finde. in mee , 'my father was an 
Amorite, and my mother an Flitrite, I have 
no grace to adotne me » and how is it pofſi» 
| ble chat Chriſt will have mee £ | 

Woo Yea itis poflible that Chriſt yyill have 
,* thee nay it 15 not onely poſlible » but Ieſus 
Chriſt is already become a reall ſuter unto 
thee, as will appeare by theſe following. 
reaſons. | 

Firſt, Chriſt hath taken a view of perſons, 

and likes them. if a man once ſets his mind 
upon a woman, he will have her , no bod 
Shall ſcarce withſtand him,I ſay-Chriſt hat 
ſcene us, and caſt. his love upon our nature, 
itis ſaid , hee would in no wiſe take upon 
' him the nature of Angels , but tooke upon 
:2Þ him the nature of man, even the ſeed of 
— Abraham ; Ieſus Chriſt would needs cake 
; upon him the nature of man to exalt it , and 
to honour man , it 1s ſaid , God ſo.loved 
the world, God the Sonne, as well as God 
the'father , God being in our nature cannot 
but pitty our perſons : if hee had taken the 
nature of the devils upon him, hee would 
have pittied them , and ſaved them, and 
nowit we be never ſo vile , yet if we will 
Roope unto him , he hath that he defireth. 

Samſon was a brave and valiant man, for 
he was a type of Chuift, and you shall od. 


er Reaſon, 


pro JESYS CHRIST, it 
thathe ſpieda woman amongſt the daugh- 


ters of the Philiſtines , & that he pitched- | 
Iudgi74, ths; | 


his heart upon her , and both his father and 
mother could not beate him off from her, 


but give me her ( he ſaith ) get her for me , 


'to wife, forT love her, I muſt have her. 
Then his father and mother ſaid unto him, 
what will you doe with her® is there ne- 
vera woman among the daughters of thy 
brethren ? but thou goeſt co the uncircum= 
ciſed Philiſtines fora wife , no , they could 
not prevaile, get her for me, for she pleaſ- 


_ eth me well,and afterwards in the fo:low - - 


ing part of the chapter, you $hall finde 
that when Samſons wife was givento his 
companions,he went and caught three hun. 
| dred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned 
them taile to taile, he let them goe into the 
ſtanding corne ofthe Philiſtines , and burnt 
up both the shockes , and alſo the ſtanding 
corne , with the vineyards , and olives, 
though this was not commendable in Sam 
ſon, yet it was in Chriſt, for hee may love 
is that were of this uncircumciſed world, 
and adulrerate from him ; and ſpoile ptinci- 
palicies , and powers for us , againe after- 


yard Samſon efpied an hatlot, and went . 


in unto her, whoſe name was Delilah,who 
yas but a trap t betray him to the Philt= 


Fudge rg. 
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| tines, and before he would [ooſe her, hee 
would ſuffer his locks to be cut off, nay he 
will 1y,and part with the trueth. and all for 
her,yert being betrayed, he avenged himſelte 
on the Philiſtines, & New more at his death 
then he did 1d all his life, Samſon in this 
was a true type of Chriſt, that mighty Na- 
zarite, who came down out of heaven tobe 
avenged of the devill, and finne, Chriſt 
when he carne,tooke a view of our perfons, 
poore ſinners and harlots, and after he had 
taken a view of our perfons, comming in 
our nature he would loye us,yei faith God 
they will doe nothitig but abuſe my ſonne, 
. and wrong thee 6 my ſon, and breakethy 
heart,and vex thy ſpirit; he hath ſeene De- 
lilah, and cannot bur love us, and come mn 
unto us : If thou wilt have them ſaith God, 
they wil diſcover thy ſtrength to the divell, 
as if God $hovld ſay, it thou wilt have 
them,they will deale as badly by thee,as e- 
ver Deli'ah did by Samſon, they will betray 
thee into the hands of Satan , they will 
| bring thee to the croſfle and deſpitefully uſe 
thee , mocke, and (coffe , and fpiton thee, 
and ſo they did,  _ | 

Many will ſay, Iwill have ſucha one 
though L goe a begging with her , which 
is a very foolish retelutton , forthe wok 
A - | | I 
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God will make thee ſmart , well , but. 


Chriſt ſaith, I will not looſe them for 


ſuffering , let the worſt come to the worſt, 


for I love them, therefore I will haye 
mz... 

' - Becauſe the Lord Chriſt cannot per- 
forme the office of a Saviour , except hee 
be married unto us, and-if he does nor, 
why then he looſeth his comming into the 
world, his blood , death, and all his fuffe- 
rings, hee looſeth all his miracles , all his 
preachings, prayers,and teares, and the like, 
and did you ever ſce.or heare of any man, 
that would looſe a Shecpe for a halfe peny 


_ vyorth of tarre; eyen ſo it ſtandeth with. 


%* 


\ " * . 


he doth marry thee. | 


A man that harh many friends, and they 
have as much to command ineſtate as he, 
and ifa poore woman be indebted, heis 
not bound to pay her debts , except hee 
marrieth her, ſo Chriſt except he marrieth 
us, cannot pay our debis, hecannot ſatisfie 

or our finnes, and God will not be too free 
of his ſons blood , if your ſins were never fo 
much, and you be 1n Chriſt, Chriſt muſt 
ſatisfie for thee, Chriſt muſt have lien in hell, 


Ciriſtand us , hee cannot fave thee except 


3 Reaſon, 


-haq he not paid our debts ſo long as thou art | 


married 
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married unto him , he muſt diſcharge thee, 
As now if a woman ought never {0 much, 
and she worth nothing : in that day' shee 
is married , she oweth not a penny for.the 
law will come upon her husband : ſo 
though we are never ſo much indebt, and 
worth nothing 1n the day we are married to 
Chriſt we owe nothing , for the juſtice of 
God cannot command it of us, but muſt 
poe to Chriſt. The Lord Chriſt could not 
oe this except he were married unto thee, 
therefore thou muſt be divorced from luſt; 
and be betrothed. unto Chriſt, for he that 
made thee is thy husband , if webe united 
unto God, the juſtice of God 'will not 
come for ſatisfa&tion to us , biit to Chriſt, 
who is ableto ſatisfy, IT ſay (as a woman ) 
what have you to doe with me, goe to my 
husband ; what ( ſaith Iuftice.) haſt thou a 
husband ? then I have nothing to ſayunto 
thee. Iuſtice will not come any more unto 
you, I warrant you ; for if Chriſt Teſus be 
married unto me, then he muſt be charged 
with me;and diſcharge all my debts forme, 
_. Becauſe Teſus Chriſt our Lord cannot 
diſcover and declare the deepe, and deare 
affe&tions to a ſoule, which he hath purcha- 
{ed of his love towards her,under any other 


why 


xelation, but under the relation ofa husband_ 


| 


My docth a man defire to marry ; but be 
cauſe he cannot expreſſe his loveany other 
- way; he cannot expreſſe his love ſo much 
inſceing ker , or with ſorrowing with her, 
but he muſt have her inbed with him , hee 
muſt make over his whole eſtate to her, he 


muſt beget children by her ; and ſo Chriſt 


cannot beget graces by thee , except he be 
married tg thee , 1 miſt beget my likeneſſe 
ſaith Chriſt, I meane. to be head of my 
Church, my wiſedome , power , and parts 
are all tor my Church , I cannot make this 
over, excepr 1 marry, theretore 1 will be- 
#roth thee to my ſeife,c. Pe 

. For uſe,hath Chriſt ſuch an earneft deſire 
'of us , then this should teach us as earneſtly 
to defire Chriſt, wee have more need of 
Ori then he hath of us doe notthinke 
to DE 


wi. fk. 


inne , and all things for his ſake , he will 
fave devils before he will ſave thee, if thou 
do foe, Therefore let us be exhorted, what 
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aved by Cariſt , and never to be ſub. 
e& unto him ;, neverto be divorſed front 


could Chriſt have done more then hee did. 


Samſon did never undergo ſo much tor 
-Delilah ; as Chriſt did tor thee , therefore 
Jer us, yegld to this marriage, I meane of the 
' Foule, thecaſe may ſtand ſo inthe marriage 
fthe bodyasthat you may marry ,.or not 

$40 Bf] | marry 


s 
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not {o here, for, | | # 
Firſt, If you will not match with Chriſt, 
you muſt marry the devill, and to finne,and 
ou muſt bea hag and a baud for the divell 
if you will not be a ſpouſe for Chriſt , and 
if he ſet you to murther your ſelves, you 


- muſt doe it,if you be not married to Chriſt, 


if you will not gee double to heaven , you 
Shall never oc ſingle ,” you will be bedded 
Shortly in the diyels bed, if you be not 


married to Chriſt: but if he be your hus- 


band , if you be married unto him , he will 
fetch you home erelong, how ever he may 
ſuffer you to tarry herea while with your 
friends, it Shall not be Jong before hee will 


ſend for you , therefore there 1s a neceflitie | 


of marrying to Chriſt, and why should wee 
not marry £ 
Whar is in Chriſt, that he should be (o 


earneſt , whar are his excellencies ? 


What is there that is not lovely in him, 
awhat would you have in Chriſt that is not 


in him, and tranſcendent excellent in him, 


would you have High birth. . | 
For high birth,Chriſtis the higheſt borne 
of any, hee is deſcended from God- Al- 


- mighty , and he neverhad any other ſonne 


þut this, fromall eternity he was the one} 


begotte 


" "''P " 
7 ”- Eh Ks; Yor F p &* \ \ . > F - , <7 v0.6 4þ 0 J , ' 
” 2 * » *, VFP ; '.. _ we 
o - 4 
3 wu [ *% 
: = 
* __ p "8 . s gy—_— a B's 
, 3 l 2 - - 
ON - 
- - , G 


, 216 
' marry, and yet thou mayeſt be ſaved , buy 


| 
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{ 
| 
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17> 
begotten ofthe Father , you cannot match _ 
to any of like birth, Kings and Princes 
be but borne on a dunghill co Chriſt , there- >: 
fore if you ſtand upon birth , conſider him = = 
to be 'Gods onely fon, Thou art my fon, toe, Plalis 
As if God should ay, I acknowledge thee 
to be my ſon, by an everlaſting generation, 
I am ſo farre from being ashamed ofhim;as 
- tharI confeſſe, I have begotten him. 
A ſecond thing in Chriſtis, As he is high 
| borne, ſo heis highly educated, and bred ; 
many Princes may be borne clownes, many 
a woman will ſay , I will not have him for 
aworld, for he is aclowne : itis not ſo with 
Chriſt Ieſus,for Chriſt was from everlaſting 
| with the Father, The Lord poſſeſſed hins in the Ft0 32223 
be ning of his way, and againe , Then was I c 
im, &c. Chriſt was ever with God , the 1020 
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ord did poſſeſſe me in'the beginning of 
his wayes,Chrift was brought up with God 
daily he was his delight,brought up in hea« 
ven before. any world was made or thought 
on by any creature , he wants no breeding, 
he hath what God hath ,' I and my Father 
am one, - _ 

: "Doe you ſtand for portion, He hath por- 
tion enough , that is it that many a woman 
Rands ſo much upon , what hath he a porti- 
on, is he an able man ? heayen and earth, 

and grace and glory , bs his , and all his 

TER -— n”” « 
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is yourszif you are Chriſts, all things are yours, 
he hath wealth enough , ſo that there is no 


feare of want of portion, 


4 

I but hath hee beauty , and is he comely ? 
yes, he hath beauty enough. be is all deſires, 
that is, altogether deſireable for beauty , as 


. many will ſay, he or She is ugly to my view, 


ſucha one pleaſeth me not ; but all the wo- 
men inthe world hath nor ſo much beauty 
as Chriſt hath in him, What ts thy beloved 
.more then anothers beloved. My beloyed( ſaith 
the Spouſe, Is the chi: feſt of ten thouſand, &c, 
thou art beautifull O my love (ſaith Chriſt) 
as Tirzah, comely as lerufalem, and terri - 
bleas an armie with banners , and ho is he 
that looketh foorth, ec. If Chriſts ſpouſe be 
ſo beautifull as Tirzah , comely as leruſa- 
lem, then Chriſt much more , never was Ile- 
ruſalem or Tirzah fo adorned as Chriſt is, 
If chebe fair! as the moone , &c. then what 
is he himſelfe, what will you have more 


then,there is birth , breeding , portion, and | 


beauty enough in Chriſt , certainely he is 
moſt lovely and defireable: © * 
Oh, But ſaith the poore ſoule, I camnot 

tell whether Chriſt will love me or.no * 

| The love of Tonathan was never ſo to 
David, as Chriſts will be to you, from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting he is God,therefore he 
yrill ever love , Chrilt doth love his _y 
| mo 


? 


7 


F'Nro- TESYS CHRIST,  . ip 
moſt, when $he is blackeſt , and uglieſt in 
her owne eyes, ſaith Chriſt, Ohthou faireR 
among women, thou art as beautifull in 
mine eyes as the faireſt" Saint in heayen, [ 
have enough to make thee beautiful though 
thou haſt hen among the wicked, yet being 
married to Chriſt-he wil make theeas beau- 
tifull as the wings of a dove; death flips' our 
marriage knot , yet 1t doeth not betyyectic 

| re: and the os, it _—_— of 
hrifts love more fully , (as it is ) For 1am}; "of 
perſwaded that neither lf nor NAN oe A- "IO 
dultery or the like may either diminish, or 
breake the bonds here : but it doth not in 
Chriſt, (although we should not finne that 
race may abound ) waters cannot quench 
fi love, what would you have more 
I donot knoy it I $hall propogate;or be 
ftuitfull by him or no ? as women ſay, | 
Bur if you be married to Chriſt you shall ,,q 
never be barrengas it is,Thy teech shalbelihe a Cam,s.4; 
flock of sbzepe &c. arid none barren amongſt ; 
them,thoſe that be married to Chriſt shalbe 
| ſo farre from barcenneſle , as that they shall 
beare twins, _ "al WW 
Again ſaith the pooreſoule I am apoore Obied, 
finfull crearure , and I chink his great kin- 
dred will ſcorne me, ſurely God the father 
will ſcorne mee? - ab | | 
Though vera it may be ſo, yet key Aufyr, 
: bs | ; 1 
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- Eſay,2 5.6. 
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it is otherwiſe, God the father doth beſtow 
a5 reall love upon you being married unt6s 


Chriſt, as upon Chriſt, be not ſorrowfull,but - 


comforted and tell my brechren , Iaſcend 
unto my father,and to your father,&c. It ye be 
matched to Chriſt, God is as much my Fa- 
ther as Chriſts,and as for Angels, and ſaints 
they do re-oyce at the converfion of a fin- 
ner, as for the ſaints on earth marke David, 
all m delight is inthe Saints, and in thoſe 
which excell in vertue,asfor his friends and 
kindred they are all reconciled to thee. 
I cannot tell if Chriſt will keep me orno ? 
"Thou $halt not feare if thou art matched 
unto Chriſt, he will feed thee, of the fineſt 
flower shalc thou feed of, and with all the 
dainties that can be , he will carry thee into 
his houſe and ſatisfie thee with fat things,&e, 
Againe , he wall Iet me go in meane ha- 


- bits it may be I shall be but meanely clad # 


[You shall obſerve that Chriſt doth not 
cloth his ſpouſe with baſe and meane atite, 


now when I paſſed by thee , and looked «pon 


thee,@&c, 1 adorned the with curious orna- 
ments, T hou $halt-be ſure to be cloathed 
with grace eoongh. thou Shaltbe made one. 
wich Ch1ft, and have meanes enough , and 
length of dayes here, and glory hereafter, 
Why-should- you not match With Chriſt, 
a woman may deny ohg, and have another 
as 


_-_, "PNYO ET CHRIS. a 
2: goods he:; but if you refuſe Chriſt, you 


- Shall never haue fuch another; heaven and 
earth hath not"fuch another , if you be not | 


married unto Chriſt, you are ſpoiled for 


EVETs 


Chriſt, whatare my duties I muſt doe ? 


What muſt I doe, if The married unto Quetl? | 


If you be marned to Chriſt , you muſt Anſw; 


ſet your affe&ions on him , his banner over 
me was love , O flay me with flagons; &e, 

- Thou muſt have faith , plight me thy 
troth faith God, avouch me to be rhine, as 
well as for me to avouch you to.be mine,as 
if heshould ſay , wilt thou have my ſonne, 
thou muſt have him for berter for worſe, 
never thinke of parting it once you be mar- 
ried unto him, 

Thou muſt be in ſubie&ion to thy huſ- 


36 


band, thou muſt ſubieR thy ſelfe ro Chriſt, 


his will muſt be thy will;you muſt give un+ 
to him prompr obedience' in all ihings. 

Thou muſt get a forſaking heart irom all 
others,a woman forſaketh her fathers houſe 
and goeth to live with her husband , and ſo 
We muſt shake hands with all our finnes, 
and bid them farewell, co goto hve with 
Chriſt” and they twaine $halbe one ſpirit, 
| For hethat is ioin:d unto the Lord is one ſpirit, 


\Th6n muſt be fruitfull for Chriſt , herein- 


is my father glorified . that you bring torth 
$6 B 3 much 
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much frait, If yqu have theſe things, Chrif | 
is. your huband you are of a trueth max- 


{ miedto him. 


But what ifI be married unto Chriſt, 
what should T-have by it,ts it any priviledg, 
I havetold you;cnough already what you 
Should have : yer further , thou shalt have 
God to be thy father, hethat hath me, bath 
the father a!ſo, God will loue thee,and ten- 
der thee, God the Father will come, and 
make his abode with thee. 

If thou be matched. unto Teſus Chriſt, 
thou shalt have the ſpirit of Ieſus Chriſt to 
bethy comforter ,- chat ſpirit which lyeth 
in the boſome of God shalbe with thee, 
the comforter which abides with God and 
Chriſt, shall abide with thee , if I goe not 


faith Chriſt , the comforter will nct come , the 
{pirit that comforted Chriſt on the croſfſe 


Sball comfore thee, and doe you know 
whartit is to, have a comforcer in atfli&ion? 
this you shall have if you be matched unto 
Chriſt you $hall have the ſpirit of all con- 
ſolation and comfort,, _ v 
Thou $halt have the Angels of Godto 
attend thee and to doe thee any ſervice, as 


if they should ſay.$hall we arctend you this 


day, $hall wee keepe the divel from Ge | 


we \w1l: beare, thee 4n our armes , wee wil 


' guard and defend thee, arid doe you ahy 
| | -  pleafure, 


*"#NrO IEVS CHRI. 23 
pleaſure , the Angels are made miniftring 
\ ſpirits, ſet forth to miniſter for you,as when 
an hoſte of horſemen.'and charets were ſent” 
to Dothanto fetch Elisha unto the king of 


Syria, his {ervant was afraid , when he law 


the city compaſſed with charets and horſe - 
men, and 2h out, alas what shall we do? 
his maſter Elisha ſaid , feare nor, for they 
that are with us are more, then they that are 
with them , and after Elisha had prayed to 


the Lord to open his eyes , he beheld and : Kings. 6, 


horſes of fire round- about Elisha , hee.ſaw 
that the hoſte that was with him , and his 
maſter was greater then thoſe that were a- 
ainſt him , and fo the Angels attend con- 
ary 1; oo the children of God, in every 
buſinefſe they goe about, 


Gods bonds, the will of a rich man ſealed is. 
as ſures as if you had it in reall performance, 
Further, thou shalt have the divell doe 
nothing, but beate thee from finne; and the 
c:eature, unto Chriſt,he shal do thee no hurt 
'God lets the divell be in the world for the 
good of his children, all things sball worke 
2 is forth: good of Gods people , for their 
advantage , for thou $halt have that which 
eyenever ſaw , ner care heard , &c, if thou 
| alt 


All the promiſes of God $halbe a pledge 
unto thee, the promiſes be* the ſeales of 


ſaw the mountaines were full of charets and I  +:6.17-» 
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art truely united unto Teſus Chrift, 
Who would not thinke it good to match: 
with Cuariſt, if thou conlenteſt ro. match 
with Chriſt, he doth ſo with thee, and ſol 
pronounce Chriſt and you matried , as hee 
was an earneſt ſuter , now he is becomea. 
reall ſpeeder, and you are made forever 
happy » happy that ever you were borne, 
happy that ever you ſaw him in his ordi- 
nances, and that ever he came t thee 1n the 
way oflove , that your time wasatime of 
love., happy that ever he tooke delight in 
thee, and that your heart is come unto him, 
tocloſe with him, and to be his for ever 
bleſſed , man orwoman , thou art in a hea. 
venly condition already, & halt enjoy him' 
for ever , I ſay you art happy if you haye: 
him , but miſerable and wretched for ever 
if you-yyant hitn;poore wretch your condi- 
tion is lamentable , who ever thou art thar: 
| haftnor Chriſt thou artina undone condi= 
tion, who can expreſſe it , who can make 
thee to underſtand it , although wee should 
declare it'unto thee , the Lord pitty thee, 
- and boyythy hearr, and eareto attend unto 
the things that belong to-thy everlaſting 
peace, Amen. | 
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